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The Battle of Hastings 1066
and the Norman Coquest




The Béttle of Hastings

 Describe the events of 1066.

1066 and the Norman . explain why William was able to win the

(I)nqueg Battle of Hastings.
« Evaluate the impact of the Norman Conques

This lesson is about the Battle ¢
Hastings when the Norman
forces defeated the Saxons,
beginning the process of the
Norman Conquest
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Context: Anglo Sxon Ehgland in 1066

Most people were farmers People’s main

fear was
starvation if the
harvest failed

Thegnsowned
the land

Ceorlswere free

tenant farmers Trade was mainly in

wool and the Saxons

_ were famous for
Thrallswere slaves who Most trade was with their metal work

worked on the land Vikings and Scandinavia

Click on the image to watch a video clip for more information, if youinee
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The Battle of Hastings 1066

In January 1066 the Saxon King Edward the Confessor (\\¢if /.

He had no hetir.

Listen to the podcast about claimants to the thro g

1. Why was there a problem with the new king in
January 10667

2. Who would choose the next king

3. Who thought that they should be king next ? (Hint
there are four answers to this question.)

4. What were their claims?

ek Prie

A section of the Bayeux Tapestry

Now click on the second image to watch a video clip

about the Battle of Hastings. Modern-day view of where the
Battle of Hastings took place

=
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Reasons for William’s victory a the Battle of Hadings

Listen to thisoodcastabout why William won the Battle of Hastings.

William had superior
knowledge. He had fought
against enemies in

Normandy, including against

the King of France.

William knew how important
discipline and organisation
on the battlefield were. He
also used different
techniques including
pretending to retreat.

William took time to prepare
his army for battle. He
ensured the troops were fit
and able before leaving
Normandy.

William reviewed the

equipment he planned to
bring, including a castle the
he could build as soon as I
arrived, for protection.

It

Harold had been fighting
against Harald Hardrada jus|
weeks before the battle. He
had suffered heavy losses.

William arrived quickly and
' Harold had to march his
troops quickly back to the
south.

Harold’s elite housecarls
suffered losses and were
replaced with unskilled
peasants who had recently
been bringing the harvest in

Harold arrived in haste
without his full army. He
could have waited in
London to rest and reinforc
his troops and wait for
reinforcements.

s

Can you think of any other reasons?
Divide the cards above into three categore®/illiam’s skill, William’s luck and

Harold’s mistakes. Which do you think was the most importaaiof?
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Ergland in 1086

Most people
were farmers

Rents were higher

Women had few rights

Castles created
towns. People in
the castle bought
food, clothing and
other goods from
the local people.

Conflict© 2021 Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust _ &

People used new
words like ‘castle’
and ‘dinner’

All villagers had
to work for their
new lord

People’s main fear
was starvation If the

Trade was mainly  No slavery harvest failed

with France

Homes were knocked down
to make way for castles

Same as Saxon England, 1066

Different to 1066

—



Ergland in 1086

Most people
were farmers

Rents were higher

Women had few rights

Castles created
towns. People in
the castle bought
food, clothing and
other goods from
the local people.
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Trade was mainly
with France

Homes were knocked down
to make way for castles

No slavery

People used new
words like ‘castle’
and ‘dinner’

All villagers had
to work for their
new lord

VT People’s main fear
T was starvation if the
harvest failed

Same as Saxon England, 1066

Different to 1066




Extension to redly chalenge you!

The Battle of Hastings was terrible for the
people of England. =

¥

Do you agree?
 What evidence do you have that coulc
be used to answer this question?
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)
The FEGSHT[S FEVOIt e Describe the events of the Peasants’ Revolt
This lesson Is aboatconflict of 1381.

called the Peasants’ Revolt that B « \What were the causes of the Peasants’ Revolt"

happened in 1381. Thousands Off « Evaluate the impact of the Peasants’ Revolt.
poor farm workers marched on

London to protest about a poll ta
It covers the causes of the revolt
both long and short term, as wel
as its impact on how the country
was ruled and how ordinary
people were treated.
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Catext: the stuation in 1381

Between 1348 and 135hjstorians estimate that th&lack Death
killed between 25 and 33 per cent of the population of Englaat
least one person in fouf.here were not enough people left to work
on the land and so peasants had to work much harder to predu
food for their lords

Most peasants weaxvilleins, who wee not allowed tdeave their
land because they worked for the lord of the manor in retfon
free strips of land. Some of their lords tried to make them work
even harder.

However, there was a shortage of labour and Hteo lords offered

the villeins more money to work for them.
_ _ The Black Death killed between 25
Some men, most of them priests who could read the Bible, begamntps3s per cent of the population of

challenge the control that the rich had over the poor. On¢hein, England
John Ball, said thederds should give their money to the poor.

=
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The stuation in 1381

Richard Il had become king in 1377 when he was 10 yearSalth 1381 he wa
still only 14.

In 1337, his grandfather Edward Ill had begun a war with France. ahwgas stil
under way— and going badly

The government introduced a new tax called the paX to pay for the war.

Many peasants and villeins hated the situation; they ditwant to pay the poll
tax and they did not like the fact that the country was at warsas made worse
because they had followed the rules and obeyed their lords, &t families had
still died terribly during the Black Deatfhey therefore felt they had nothing to
lose.

John of Gauntthe king’s uncle-was the most hated man in England. He was

extremely wealthy and was seen to have too much control over tumg king.

People in Kent particularly hated Simon Sudbury, the Archpisih@anterbury,

because he had been a very harsh landowner. =
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You have read about the context of the Peasants’ Revolt. These are somdaidgherm

causef the revolt.

A: Most peasants were villeins who
were not allowed to leave their land
because they worked for the lord of th
manor in return for free strips of land,;
some of their lords tried to make them
work even harder.

B: The king, Richard Il, was only 14
His uncle, John of Gaunt, was the
emost hated man in England. He we
extremely wealthy and was seen tg
have too much control over the
young king.

'C:Some men, most of them priests who
could read the Bible, began to challenge

One of them, John Ball, said these lords
should give their money to the poor.

Yhe control that the rich had over the pPoo

o

D: People in Kent particularly hated
Simon Sudbury, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, because he had been a
very harsh landowner.

E:Some lords offered the villeins

was passed in 1354the Statute of
Labourers-which made this illegal.

LIS IEISFUI UL SUSIAUE 15 IaWto pay the poll tax and they did not like th

F:Many peasants and villeins did not wa

fact that the country was at war.

Nt
e

G:Between 1348 and 1351, the Black
Death killed many people. There were
not enough people left to work on the
land and so peasants had to work mu
harder to produce food for their lords.

H: Peasants felt they had followed
the rules and obeyed their lords,
yet their families had still died
erribly during the Black Death.

hey therefore felt they had nothing
to lose.

C

I: In 1337, Edward Il had begun a war w
France. It was expensive, so Richidsd
government introduced a new tax called

) ‘poll tax’ to pay for the war.

th




Diamond 9 cards
Task

This is the position of the most
important card.
These two cards are the next most
important (of equal importance)
These three cards are the next most
important (of equal importance)
These two cards are less important
(of equal, lesser importance)
This is the position of the least
important card.
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 Look at the cards on the last slide.

e Think about how each one would
make the peasants feel angry
with the government of
Richard Il and the lords who
controlled the country.

* Place them into the order of
Importance, using the diamond 9
structure shown here.

» Challenge yourself to give reasons
for your answers.




Theevents of 1381

Poll tax collectors were sent to every village; many peasantsdna f
them so that they did not have to pay. To begin with, people were |
afraid to rebel because of the terrible punishments there were for tl

The government sent more officials to punish people for hiding.

In May 1381, poll tax collectors were attacked in Fobbirgssex.
Three tax collectors were beheaded, and their heads put on poles
paraded around nearby villages.

Thousands of peasants met in Maidstone and chose Wat @&yler,
former soldier, as their leader. He and his men marched into
Canterbury. Peasant numbers were nearly 60,000.

lick on this image of the revolt

Peasants were armed with axes and scythes; some even had swords, 1522 to find out more

and bows and arrows. They then began to march on London to
demand an audience with the king.

The peasants believed that Rschard had been chosen by God, he
would look after them.
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Theevents of 1381

Thursday, 13th June 1381

Poor Londoners opened the city gates so that the thousandsadants could get into London. The
peasants were then joined myiminals let out of prison, troublemakers and poor Londaner

The crowd went to the home of John of Gaunt, the Savoy Paadehlew it up with dynamite.
During the night, drunken rebels rioted. They attacked and dgetfdhe houses of lawyers and
foreign traders.

Friday, 14th June 1381

Richardl travelled by boat along the Thames to meet rebels at Mile End. Amazneghgreed to
abolish the poll tax and grant free pardons if they went hammediately.The king’s hated advisers
fled to the Towerof London, where thenob proceeded to attack. Robert of Hales and Simon of
Sudbury were beheaded, and their heads were put on spikes orohdaddge.
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Theevents of 1381

Saturday, 15th June 1381

At the head of 60 knights and noblé&chardl met Wat Tyler, where unfortunately a
guarrel broke out. The Mayor of London called Wat Tyler a ‘base knave’ and struekthi
his sword. It seemed as if Wat was dead.

Thekingsaid, ‘Sirswhat is the matter? Youshallhaveno otherleaderexceptme. | amyour
king.Bepeaceful.

Hepromised agairthat all demandswould be met if the rebelswent home peacefully.

None of these demandsvere granted Theringleaderswere hunted down and hangedy
the roadsides.

Richardl told the peasants,Villeinsyou were andvilleinsyou will stay’
But thelordssawthat thingswould haveto change.They setheir villeinsfree.

50yearslater, there were no villeins inEngland.
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What happened during the Reasants' Ravolt?

You now need to be able summarisethe events
andexplainhow they led to each other during the
peasants’ revolt.

Use the information on the previous slides to make a
storyboard for a new documentary for teenagers calldu
Peasants’ Revolwhy did a small protest end in a threat
to the power of the king?

1. Pick the events that you think are importanthe
template for the storyboard on the next slide has t
boxes, but you may need a different number.

2. Enter notes in the large box that explain what happen
(this can include pictures).

3. Explain why this happened in the smaller box.

Conflict© 2021 Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust

The crowd went to the home of

John of Gaunt, the Savoy Palace

and blew it up with dynamite.

John of Gaunt was the most hate

man in England; he was extremse
wealthy and was seen to have tg

much control over the young king.

o
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Gonsequencesof the RRasants’ Ravolt

Highlight which consequences are positive and which are negative for thenisasa

The ringleaders of the Peasants’ Revolt were
hunted down and hanged.

The poll tax was not raised again until the
1990s, and collectors did not colteany tax that
was already owing

The lords realised that they needed peasants|to
provide food and also that they were
outnumbered. Most villeins became freemen |n
the next 50 years, so were paid wages and wgre
free to leave.

Conflict© 2021 Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust

Richard Il told the peasants, ‘Villeins you were and
villeins you will stay.’

The Statute of Labourers was ignored, farm wages in
England on average had doubled by 1450.

A modern historian writing about a judge in 1381
(remember a judge was the representatiwethe king):
John Ball was captured and brought to St Albans where
he was drawr-his intestines were cut out arolirned
while he was still alivede was then hung, and his bod
cut into quarters, so that thiour parts of the body coul
be sent to different parts of the country.




Extension to readly challenge you!

The Peasants’ Revolt was a failure for those involved, but it
opened the way for more freedom for them in the future.

1. Do you agree?
2. What evidence do you have that could be
used to answer this question?

A medieval revolt
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The Battle of the
Little Bghorn

The bettle between Native Americans and the USArmy,
which led to the infamous Quster’s Last Sand and was the
begnning of the end of the Rains Indian culture



COMING SOON



Interpretations
of the Bitz

The events d the Hitz, why it was so devastatingand
whether the evdence shows that Britain could take it
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