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Driving question 

How did events in the medieval period shape our 

society today? 

Introduction 

The intention of this theme is to provide an in-depth study of the political, 

military and social history of the Middle Ages. We will work towards answering 

the driving question by considering events that took place in Britain and the wider 

world during this time. We will explore the events surrounding the Norman 

Conquest in 1066 and investigate the way in which the Norman invaders 

maintained control of England. To do this, we will use and analyse sources and 

interpretations. Significant emphasis is placed on the role of religion and its 

impact on Medieval Britain. By the end of the theme, students will be expected 

to explore some of the more complex aspects of history such as significance and 

importance. The journey of lessons in the theme alongside the supporting 

resources allows students to explain how events in the medieval period helped 

shape our society today. 
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Linked reading  
The Magna Carta Chronicle by Christopher Lloyd and Patrick Skipworth. This text is used 

in lesson 11. This is a fantastic resource to highlight how society changes to the context 

of the people who live in it. Comprising this change are the laws, rights and regulations 

that are implemented. This text shows us that the Magna Carta should not be viewed in 

isolation, but as one of many examples that stretches to today. 

Flipped learning opportunities 

• When were the Middle Ages and what happened during them? – Watch 
some of the documentaries about life in medieval England 

• The Norman Conquest – Deciding whether an event or individual is 
significant  

• The Bayeux Tapestry – Describing sections of the tapestry 

• The importance of Jesus – Flipped learning quiz  

• The Crusades – Flipped learning research task 

• The Murder of Thomas Becket – Summarising knowledge on Thomas 
Becket 
 

Assessment outcomes 

• The Bayeux Tapestry – The usefulness of historical sources 

• The importance of Jesus – Creating a modern-day parable 

• The importance of Muhammad (PBUH) – Evaluating leadership 

characteristics 

• The murder of Thomas Becket – Newspaper report 

• Magna Carta – Diary entry from different perspectives 

• The Black Death – Balanced argument video  

• The Hundred Years’ War – Writing to inspire 

• Memorable moments in medieval history – Response to the driving 

question 

 

Key vocabulary 

Anno Domini, apostle, archery, baron, battering ram, Battle of Hastings, Bayeux 

Tapestry, Before Christ, bishop, Black Death, Black Prince, bubonic plague, 

castle, cavalry, Christianity, chronicles, claimant, conquest, consequence, 

continuity, crenellations, Crusade, Domesday Book, drawbridge, Edgar Atheling, 

Edward the Confessor, encyclopaedia, feudal system, Harald Hardrada, Harold 

Godwinson, heir, human rights, infantry, interpretation, invasion, Islam, Jesus, 

Joan of Arc, King Henry II, King John, King Richard III, knight, liberty, Magna 

Carta, martyr, medieval, Middle Ages, motte and bailey, Muhammad (PBUH), 

Muslim, Normans, peasant, poll tax, portcullis, provenance, revolt, Saladin, 

Samaritan, Saracens, Saxon, Scutage, settlement, shrine, siege, significant, 

source, stone keep, symptoms, Thomas Becket, throne, turret, vagrancy, Viking, 

villein, Wat Tyler, William Duke of Normandy, Witan 
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Family learning opportunities 

How you can support your child at home 
 
What on Earth resources 
The ‘People, Place and Time’ resources will provide support to key knowledge 
throughout the theme. More specifically: 

• The ‘People’ resource provides fact files on key people who have an 
influence in this theme. You can also use this document as a WAGOLL 
for any additional fact files you need to create. 

• The ‘Place’ resource provides you with the places that forged 
memorable moments in medieval history. This gives you an awareness 
of the wider global context during this time period.   

• The ‘Time’ resource provides you with memorable medieval moments. 
You will explore some of these in more detail during the lessons from 
this theme.  

• The ‘21st Century Charter’ and ‘Representing Rebellion’ activities allow 
students to complete quests with friends, family or guardians outside of 
the classroom environment. These activities are engaging and provide 
additional context to the lessons studied in the theme.  

Consider together: 

• Discuss the links between the Black Death and the Coronavirus 

pandemic – where can we find positives in difficult situations? 

 

Extended learning opportunities 

You should use these areas to explore different features of the theme. The 

places to visit offers a selection of virtual trips which will support your 

knowledge of key areas and attractions from the lessons. The careers section 

can be used alongside the careers lesson from the theme in order to discover 

career pathways associated with key elements of your learning from this theme.  

Explore careers with history: 

Careers with History / Historical Association  

Places to Visit 

• Visit Canterbury Cathedral 

• Visit a local Christian church 

• Visit a local Islamic mosque 

• Visit a castle or other medieval site 

[Warwick Castle Tour] 

Cultural capital suggestions 

Read: The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett. This is the fictional story of 

Kingsbridge, Devon, in the Middle Ages. The story follows the building of a 

cathedral as well as the well-researched development of different people at 

that time.  

Look: The Bayeux Tapestry This will be used in lesson 2 and provides further 

context of the events surrounding the Norman Conquest. 

Listen: The Battle of Hastings by BBC Radio 4. This is a snappy history podcast 

designed to entertain and educate the whole family. This will give pupils a 

quick synopsis of the events surrounding the Battle of Hastings in a light and 

engaging way.  

 

https://www.history.org.uk/student/module/8671/careers-with-history
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/visit/information/tour/
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=HCmSPZ4meT4
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5043.The_Pillars_of_the_Earth
http://www.bayeuxtapestry.org.uk/Index.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000jp20
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Lessons 

Lesson title Subject 
Essential 

knowledge/concepts  
Competencies National curriculum coverage 

When were the 

Middle Ages 

and what 

happened 

during them?  

History • Identify events that 
were important in the 
Middle Ages. 

• Explain aspects of 
events in the Middle 
Ages. 

• Make links between 
events in the Middle 
Ages. 

SE.HS.01 Structuring, organising and 

deploying historical knowledge, 

using historical vocabulary 

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent 
knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the 
wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about 
the past. 

 

The Norman 

Conquest 

History • Describe the rival 
claims to the throne in 
1066. 

• Explain the events, 
causes and 
consequences of the 
Battles of Fulford, 
Stamford Bridge and 
Hastings in 1066. 

• Evaluate the reasons 
for William’s victory at 
Hastings and explain 
why he is a significant 
figure in history. 

SE.HS.02 Making historical 

connections (cause and significance) 

Extend and deepen chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, so that it provides 

a well-informed context for wider learning. Identify significant 

events, make connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends 

within periods and over long arcs of time. 

The Bayeux 

Tapestry  

History  • Understand what the 
Bayeux Tapestry is and 
describe what it 
depicts. 

• Explain whether the 
tapestry is a useful 
source or not. 

• Use sources to 
investigate how 
William won the Battle 
of Hastings and how 
King Harold died. 

SE.HS.03 Using historical sources Extend and deepen chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, so that it provides 

a well-informed context for wider learning. Identify significant 

events, make connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends 

within periods and over long arcs of time. 
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Castles and 

sieges 

History • Identify the 
characteristics, 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
medieval castle 
designs. 

• Describe medieval 
methods of attacking 
castles. 

• Explain how and why 
castle design changed 
over time. 

SE.HS.02 Making historical 

connections (change and continuity) 

Extend and deepen chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, so that it provides 

a well-informed context for wider learning. Identify significant 

events, make connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends 

within periods and over long arcs of time. 

The feudal 

system 

History • Describe the feudal 
system in England, 
including reference to 
the Domesday Book 

• Explain how the feudal 
system worked in 
England. 

SE.HS.01 Structuring, organising and 

deploying historical knowledge 

Extend and deepen chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, so that it provides 

a well-informed context for wider learning. Identify significant 

events, make connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends 

within periods and over long arcs of time. 

The importance 

of Jesus 

RE • Identify key features of 
Christianity. 

• Explain some of the 
teachings and miracles 
of Jesus. 

• Evaluate the 
importance of Jesus. 

SE.RE.01 Make sense of religious 

beliefs 

NATRE guidelines 

Students should extend and deepen their knowledge and 

understanding of a range of religions and world views, recognising 

their local, national and global context. Building on their prior 

learning, they learn to appreciate religions and world views in 

systematic ways. They should draw on a wide range of subject 

specific language confidently and flexibly, learning to use the 

concepts of religious study to describe the nature of religion. They 

should understand how beliefs influence the values and lives of 

individuals and groups, and how religions and world views have an 

impact on wider current affairs. They should be able to appraise 

the practices and beliefs they study with increasing discernment 

based on analysis, interpretation and evaluation, developing their 

capacity to articulate well-reasoned positions. 

Please refer to and include your local SACRE guidelines. 
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The importance 

of Prophet 

Muhammad 

(PBUH) 

RE • Describe what life was
like before Islam and
how Islam started.

• Discuss which qualities
make a good leader.

• Explain the importance
of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) as a good
leader for Muslims.

SE.RE.01 Make sense of religious 

beliefs 

NATRE guidelines 

Students should extend and deepen their knowledge and 

understanding of a range of religions and world views, recognising 

their local, national and global context. Building on their prior 

learning, they learn to appreciate religions and world views in 

systematic ways. They should draw on a wide range of subject 

specific language confidently and flexibly, learning to use the 

concepts of religious study to describe the nature of religion. They 

should understand how beliefs influence the values and lives of 

individuals and groups, and how religions and world views have an 

impact on wider current affairs. They should be able to appraise 

the practices and beliefs they study with increasing discernment 

based on analysis, interpretation and evaluation, developing their 

capacity to articulate well-reasoned positions. 

Please refer to and include your local SACRE guidelines. 

The Crusades History • Investigate the
Crusades and
understand why
people went on
Crusades.

• Infer information from
a source.

• Analyse interpretations
and sources.

• Evaluate how useful a
source/interpretation
is.

SE.HS.03 Using historical sources 

SE.HS.04 Using historical 

interpretations 

Students should understand how different types of historical 

sources are used rigorously to make historical claims and discern 

how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the 

past have been constructed. 

The murder of 

Thomas Becket 

History • Describe who Becket
was and the
significance of his
death.

• Summarise sources to
discuss the importance
of Becket.

• Use resources to create
an interesting piece of
report writing.

SE.HS.01 Structuring, organising and 

deploying historical knowledge, 

using historical vocabulary

CL.WP.03: Organise and present

whole texts effectively, sequencing

and structuring ideas, information

and events (organisation)

Extend and deepen chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, so that it provides 

a well-informed context for wider learning. Identify significant 

events, make connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends 

within periods and over long arcs of time. 
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King John History  • Describe King John’s 
life in chronological 
order. 

• Explain whether King 
John was a good or bad 
leader using 
contemporary sources. 

• Evaluate how views of 
King John have 
changed over time by 
using sources and 
interpretations. 

SE.HS.04 Using historical 

interpretations 

Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: 

how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by the wider world. 

Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change. 

Magna Carta History  • Describe what Magna 
Carta is. 

• Explain why the barons 
demanded Magna 
Carta and the 
consequences of its 
signing. 

• Analyse how significant 
Magna Carta is and 
why. 

SE.HS.02 Making historical 

connections (cause and 

consequence/significance) 

Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: 

how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by the wider world. Understand 

historical concepts such as continuity and change. 

The Black 

Death: 

Catastrophe or 

opportunity  

History  • Identify the symptoms 
of the Black Death.  

• Explain the impact of 
the Black Death on the 
people and places of 
England. 

• Analyse reasons why 
the Black Death was a 
catastrophe and an 
opportunity. 

SE.HS.02 Making historical 

connections (continuity and change) 

Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: 

how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by the wider world. Understand 

historical concepts such as continuity and change. 

The Peasants’ 

Revolt 1381 

History • Explain the reasons 
why the peasants were 
unhappy in 1381. 

• Link these reasons to 
the consequences of 
other medieval events. 

• Investigate what 
happened to Wat Tyler 
using sources. 

SE.HS.02 Making historical 

connections (cause and 

consequence) 

Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: 

how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by the wider world. Understand 

historical concepts such as continuity and change. 
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The Hundred 

Years’ War 

History • Describe the events of 
the Hundred Years’ 
War including the role 
of the Black Prince. 

• Explain why the Battle 
of Agincourt is 
important in British 
culture. 

• Evaluate the role that 
Joan of Arc played. 

SE.HS.01 Structuring, organising and 

deploying historical knowledge, 

using historical vocabulary  

Extend and deepen chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, so that it provides 

a well-informed context for wider learning. Identify significant 

events, make connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends 

within periods and over long arcs of time. 

Memorable 

moments in 

medieval 

history 

History • Locate memorable 
moments on the world 
map. 

• Explain why your 
memorable moment 
has had the biggest 
impact/influence on 
our society today. 

• Evaluate how events in 
the medieval period 
shape our society 
today. 

TL.PU.01 Presenting information 

PL.SM.01 Time management 

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent 
knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the 
wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about 
the past. 

 

Careers in 

History 

Careers • Investigate the various 
careers to do with 
history. 

PD.CA.02 Experiencing the world of 

work 

Gatsby benchmark 4 Linking curriculum learning to careers. All 
teachers should link curriculum learning with careers. History 
teachers should highlight the relevance of history for a wide range 
of future career paths. 
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The Crusades Lesson 8 

Lesson  The Crusades    

Driving 
question  

How did events in the medieval period shape our society today?    

Objectives 
(WALTs) 

• Investigate the Crusades and understand why people went on Crusades. 
• Infer information from a source. 
• Analyse interpretations and sources. 
• Evaluate how useful a source/interpretation is.  

Competencies • SE.HS.03 Using historical sources 
• SE.HS.04 Using historical interpretations 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

History 
Students should understand how different types of historical sources are used rigorously 
to make historical claims and discern how and why contrasting arguments and 
interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

Outcome 
(WILF) 

Written answers to evidence questions set 

Key 
vocabulary  

bandits, Christianity, Crusades, foul, interpretation, inference, Jerusalem, Pope Urban II, 
provenance, Saladin, Saracens, source, usefulness 

Flipped 
learning 
opportunity 

Before this lesson 
Lesson 8 The Crusades flipped learning task 
 
After this lesson 
Lesson 9 Thomas Becket flipped learning task 

Related 
resources 

• Teaching slides: The Crusades 
• Lesson 8 The Crusades flipped learning task 
• The Crusades factfile 
• Differentiated sources and interpretations worksheets 
• Kids Britannica article about Jerusalem 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Jerusalem/346152    
• Mappa Mundi  

https://www.themappamundi.co.uk/mappa-mundi/   

Learning method and activities 

Learner Teacher 

Introduction  
Students read the WALTs/WILFs, Competency 
and National Curriculum links.  

Introduction 
• Recap the driving question: ‘How did events in the 

medieval period shape our society today?’ 
• Discuss the WALTs and WILFs of the lesson. Outline 

the expectations of the lesson ahead. 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Jerusalem/346152
https://www.themappamundi.co.uk/mappa-mundi/
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• Revisit the National Curriculum links. Clear up any 
misunderstandings and allow students to question 
terminology. 

• Go over the key vocabulary definitions.   

Lesson competency: general  
Students use the rubrics to see what they will be 
learning and where they need to get to. 

Lesson competency: general  
Encourage students to identify where they are in the 
general rubrics and what they’ll need to do to 
meet/move up to the next.  
 
The localised competencies will be used later on in the 
lesson. Only introduce the general competencies at 
this point. 

Flipped learning review 
Students review their answers to the flipped 
learning task. 

Flipped learning review 
Review answers and check completion. 

1. In which period were the Crusades? The 
medieval period or the Middle Ages 

2. What year was the First Crusade? 1096 
3. What was the name of the Pope who first sent 

Christians on Crusade? Pope Urban II 
4. Why did he send Christians on Crusade? The 

Muslim Turks who controlled the Holy Land 
did not allow Christians to visit this special 
religious place. 

5. What city did the Crusaders want to take over? 
Jerusalem 

6. Where did the Crusaders come from? Mainly 
France, Germany and England 

7. Who led the Muslim forces in the Third 
Crusade in 1187? Saladin 

Introduction: What were the Crusades? 
As they go through the lesson, students can use 
their factfile and their notes from the flipped 
learning to help answer the questions. 
1. Where did the Crusades happen? Why was 

this place important? 
2. What were the main events of the Crusades?  
3. Who went on crusades and why? 
 

Introduction: What were the Crusades? 
Explain that we already know from Lesson 1 and the 
flipped learning that the Crusades were a series of wars 
that took place in the medieval period.  
Students will be familiar with the founders of 
Christianity and Islam, but should realise that this 
lesson is about the importance of religious beliefs in 
the medieval period – that people felt very strongly 
about Jerusalem in particular, and that in Britain, the 
Christian God was the one who anointed the king – link 
back to the feudal system and explain how the king 
effectively had the power of God and the Church 
behind him. 
The questions will be answered via the tasks: 
1.  Where did the Crusades happen? Why was this 

place important? 
2. What were the main events of the Crusades?  
3. Who went on crusades and why? 

Task 1: Where is the Holy Land? Why is it 
important? 
Students research Jerusalem using the Kids 
Britannica and then answer two questions:  

Task 1: Where is the Holy Land? Why is it important? 
Clarify that the Holy Land and Jerusalem are in what 
we now call Western Asia. (You can say, if it is raised, 
that some people say it is in Israel and some say it is in 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Jerusalem/346152
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Jerusalem/346152
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• Why is Jerusalem is important to all three 
religions? 

Which sites of pilgrimage are based in Jerusalem? 
For an extra challenge they look at the medieval 
map ‘Mappa Mundi’, one of the world’s unique 
medieval treasures. 
They locate Jerusalem on the map and look to 
see what else they can find? They list the three 
things that they find most interesting. 

Palestine.) Explain that Jerusalem is a significant place 
for three religions – Christianity, Islam and Judaism. 
Students then go on to answer the questions. 
Check answers, support understanding (they will 
already have some idea from the flipped learning task): 
• Why is Jerusalem is important to all three 

religions? 
Students should reference Jerusalem as the Holy 
Land 

• Which sites of pilgrimage are based in Jerusalem? 
Wailing wall, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Dome 
of the Rock etc … 

Direct the most able students to the extra challenge, to 
have a look at the map and reflect on what it shows 
them, while others do the comprehension task. 
Students should understand how strongly people felt 
and still feel about Jerusalem. You may want to explain 
here that although it was important in Judaism, this 
lesson focuses on its importance within Christianity 
and Islam. 

The First Crusade 
Students read around the class.  

The First Crusade 
Explain that the First Crusade started in 1096. Talk 
though what Pope Urban II is saying; it fits in with the 
flipped learning task around the attacks on Byzantine 
Christians. 
Draw out by questioning how it fits in with what they 
know about Jesus’ teachings, and what he would have 
thought about what Urban was saying? 
Explain that there were lots of different types of 
Crusaders – many Christians, no matter what their 
status, felt strongly that Jerusalem was an important 
place to fight for and make it belong to Christianity 
rather than Islam. Clarify that the Christian Crusaders 
started the first war and the Muslim rulers felt 
Jerusalem belonged to them. 

Extend your understanding 
1. Students use the map to DESCRIBE the 

different routes that the Crusaders took. 
2. They discuss what methods of transport they 

used. 
3. Students can then challenge themselves to 

work out how long it would take to get to the 
Holy Land. 

Extend your understanding 
The purpose of this is for students to get more of a 
sense of the geography around the Crusades and to 
put themselves in their shoes – to understand how 
strongly their religious beliefs were, that they would 
travel all this way to fight a holy war. 
• Encourage curiosity. 
• Could they walk? 
• What would they have used as well as walking? 

(horses). Most pilgrims got to Italy and then took a 
boat to the Holy Land via Cyprus and the other 
Greek islands near there. 

• Work out timing – would walk about 6 km an hour 
which means that it would take 833 hours to walk 
5,000 miles  

• Remember they cannot walk for 24 hours a day so 
if they walked for 7 hours it would take 119 days (4 

https://www.themappamundi.co.uk/mappa-mundi/
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months) although boats were quicker. (but more 
expensive) 

• Encourage, if you can, to see how long a flight 
would take and then how much longer they would 
have taken. 

• What were they wearing? Armour 
• How comfortable would they have been? 

Task 2: What were the main events of the 
Crusades? 
Students use their factfile to complete the chart. 

Task 2: What were the main events of the Crusades? 
Check understanding, can use flipped learning for this 
task as well. 

Task 3: Why did people go on Crusades? 
Students revisit their notes and look at the 
reasons.  

Task 3: Why did people go on Crusades? 
Check understanding and explain the task. Give 
examples or use feedback to support. 

Task 4: Apply your knowledge: What were the 
Crusades? 
Students use their existing notes and factfile to 
answer the questions. 
Emerging 
1. Using images or words describe what you 

think a ‘Crusade’ was and why. 
2. Name the different ‘types’ of people that 

went on a Crusade. 
Extension to developing: Look at the map. Where 
did the Crusades take place? 
Developing 
1. Are you surprised by the different ‘types’ of 

people that went on Crusade? Why? 
Extension to proficient: Look at the routes taken 
to get to the Holy Land on the map. Explain the 
benefits and difficulties of each route. 
Advanced 
1. What can you infer about the Crusades by 

the ‘types’ of people who went to fight? 
2. What do you think caused the Crusades? 

Why? 
Extension to advanced: What questions do you 
have about the evidence and why? 

Task 4: Apply your knowledge: What were the 
Crusades? 
Encourage students to use all their notes including 
flipped learning task answers to answer the questions 
at the level they choose. 
Encourage them to challenge themselves. 
 

Using sources and interpretations about the 
Crusades 
Briefly recap source or interpretation differences. 

Using sources and interpretations about the Crusades 
Explain that the next few tasks are about investigating 
evidence about the Crusades. But first you need to 
refresh students’ knowledge of what a source is (a 
contemporary account) and what an interpretation is 
(something written or created after the event has 
happened). 
Use the next slides to show the differences between 
sources and interpretations and gauge understanding. 
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Task 5: The Siege of Acre 1189–1191 
Students use the sources and interpretations 
worksheet to complete the chart. 
 

Task 5: The Siege of Acre 1189–1191 
Check understanding, question students This task is 
about a specific event during the Third Crusade.  
Make it clear that they do not need lots of knowledge 
about the events but to use the evidence set in the 
context of the Crusades to answer the questions based 
on the evidence they are using. 

Competency review 
Students look at the competency slides and see 
what progress has been made. 

Competency review 
This is the first time they have addressed the 
competency for this lesson. 
It begins slowly and so this task will only meet the 
developing rubric at this stage. 
Completing the chart with clear quotes or paraphrasing 
will allow them to reach this level. 

Task 6: Analysis 
Students look at the image of the stained-glass 
window and then answer the questions about it. 
1. What is happening in the picture? 
2. Why is this an interpretation, rather than a 

source? 
3. What does this interpretation tell you about 

the Crusades? 
4. Can you trust this interpretation as evidence 

of the Crusades? 

Task 6: Analysis 
Introduce the image – a stained-glass window 
depicting the First Crusade and Godfrey of Bouillon, in 
the Cathedral of Brussels. It was made by Jean Haeck 
(master glass-worker from Antwerp), who made them 
in 1537. 
Guide students in a discussion about the image, 
encouraging them to look carefully at it and notice 
details such as what are the images on the shields, who 
they think these people are. 

Competency review 
Students self-assess where their learning is now. 
They must be able to use evidence from their 
learning to justify their rubric selection. 

Competency review 
To move to proficient and advanced, students need to 
look at the date of the evidence and realise that it is 
made much later. This is important because it shows 
that the Crusades were remembered as important over 
a century later. 

Task 7: What can evidence tell us? 
Students read the information about Saladin and 
Pope Urban II. 
 
Students read both of the pieces of evidence 
about Saladin (the leader of the Muslim armies in 
1187). 
1. What does evidence A tell you about Saladin? 
2. What does evidence B tell you about Saladin? 
3. Are they the same or different? 
 
They then look at the nature of the evidence to 
think about which is more likely to be true. 
• Do we know what Saladin was really like? 
• What other evidence could we use? 
 
Students apply this understanding to the speech 
by Pope Urban II in 1095 to answer these 
questions (which can be answered as a whole 
class): 
1. Who made this speech? 

Task 7: What can evidence tell us? 
This task goes back to the First Crusade to look at 
evidence involving two people from the early years of 
the Crusades – Pope Urban II who called for the First 
Crusade, and Saladin, the Muslim leader who was 
going to take back Jerusalem from the Christian rulers, 
almost 100 years later. Using the evidence on the 
slides, students will become clear on the inferences, 
provenance, nature and purpose of sources and 
interpretations.  
Clarify that the two individuals were 100 years apart 
but they were both charismatic leaders of their 
followers. 
We are looking at the sources in this order because we 
need to work on inferences before moving to 
usefulness. 
 
Use the next two slides to discuss inferences from the 
sources about Saladin. 
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2. What was his role? 
3. Why was he important? 
4. What can you tell from this source about what 
he wants to happen? 
5. What can you tell from this source about what 
he thinks of what is happening in Jerusalem? 
6. What is Urban II trying to make people do? 
(What is his purpose?) 
7. How does he do this? 
Students can then, individually, answer the 
question: ‘How useful is this source?’ 

 

Use the three slides after that to talk through how 
inferences work with provenance so students can 
make a judgement on the usefulness of these pieces of 
evidence about Saladin. 
• Do we know what Saladin was really like? 
• What other evidence could we use? 
• Will we ever know what Saladin was really like? 
• Why are the two pieces of evidence different? 
 
The next slides are about looking at a source, Pope 
Urban II’s speech, and students using what they have 
learned about inference and provenance, as well as, 
nature and purpose, to evaluate the usefulness of a 
source in a piece of writing to answer the final 
question: How useful is this source as evidence for why 
people went on the Crusades? 

The slides ask these questions, which can be answered 
as a whole class before students individually tackle the 
last question on the next slide. 

1. Who made this speech? 

2. What was his role? 

3. Why was he important? 

4. What can you tell from this source about what he 
wants to happen? 

5. What can you tell from this source about what he 
thinks of what is happening in Jerusalem? 

6. What is Urban II trying to make people do? (What is 
his purpose?) 

7. How does he do this? 

How useful is this source? 
Students need to answer the question: How 
useful is this source as evidence for why people 
went on the crusades?’ 
They reread the speech made by Pope Urban II, 
review the WAGOLL and then plan their answer. 
 

How useful is this source? 
 
Use the teaching slides to teach/model the 3 steps and 
discuss the WAGOLL 

Competency review 
Students self-assess where their learning is now. 
They must be able to use evidence from their 
learning to justify their rubric selection. 

Competency review 
To move to Advanced, students need to complete the 
steps around using the nature of the source. 
Addressing purpose and origin moves the student 
towards Stage 2 and is a skill that they should be 
practising as a process so not being clear about origin 
and purpose at this point still allows an advanced stage 
one. 

Plenary: reflection 
We have investigated the Crusades and identified 
why people went on Crusades. We have 
established that religion was a key feature of 
society of the time and was used as a reason to 
embark on the Crusades.  

Plenary: reflection 
Look at the driving question: ‘How did events in the 
medieval period shape our society today?’ 
This plenary allows students to reflect on one of our 
key British values, to have mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and belief and 
discuss why this is a key feature of our society today. 
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Today, through our British values, we are 
encouraged to have mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and 
belief.  
Why is this British value a key feature of our 
society and why should we celebrate this? 
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How did events in the 
medieval period shape 
our society today?
The Crusades
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Competencies

National Curriculum

• SE.HS.03 Using historical sources 
• SE.HS.04 Using historical interpretations

Having studied the teachings 
of different religions, this 
lesson takes a historical look at 
a period of conflict between 
these two religions over 
Jerusalem. 

The Crusades

About this lesson

History
Students should understand how different 
types of historical sources are used rigorously 
to make historical claims and discern how and 
why contrasting arguments and interpretations 
of the past have been constructed.
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WALTs

WILF

• Investigate the Crusades and understand why 
people went on Crusades.

• Infer information from a source.
• Analyse interpretations and sources.
• Evaluate how useful a source/interpretation is.  

Written answers to evidence questions set

The Crusades

Key vocabulary
bandits 
Christianity 
Crusades 
foul
interpretation 
inference 
Jerusalem
Pope Urban II
provenance
Saladin
Saracens
source
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Lesson competency – General

SE.HS.03 Using historical sources
W

he
re

 a
re

 y
ou

 n
ow

?

STAGE ONE
Emerging

STAGE ONE
Developing

STAGE ONE
Proficient

STAGE ONE
Advanced

I can explain the 
content of sources by 
quoting and 
paraphrasing from 
them. 

I can explain the 
content of sources by 
quoting and 
paraphrasing from 
them. I can use this to 
answer a particular 
historical question.

I can explain the 
content of sources by 
quoting and 
paraphrasing from 
them. I can make 
inferences from 
sources. I can use this 
to answer a particular 
historical question.

I can explain the content of 
sources by quoting and 
paraphrasing from them. I can 
make inferences from sources. I 
can use the nature (type) of 
source to explain how useful they 
are. I can use all of this 
information to help answer a 
particular historical question.
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Lesson competency – General

SE.HS.04 Using historical interpretations 
W

he
re

 a
re

 y
ou

 n
ow

?

STAGE ONE
Emerging

STAGE ONE
Developing

STAGE ONE
Proficient

STAGE ONE
Advanced

I can identify different 
views contained in 
different historical 
interpretations.

I can describe views 
contained in different 
historical 
interpretations.

I can describe views 
contained in different 
historical 
interpretations. I can 
select appropriate 
details from historical 
interpretations to 
answer particular 
historical questions.

I can describe views contained in 
different historical 
interpretations. I can give basic 
reasons why interpretations hold 
different views. I can select 
appropriate details from 
historical interpretations to 
answer particular historical 
questions.
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1. In which period were the Crusades? The Middle Ages

2. What year was the First Crusade? 1096

3. What was the name of the Pope who first sent Christians on Crusade? Pope Urban II

4. Why did he send Christians on Crusade? The Turks who controlled the Holy Land did not 
allow Christians to visit this special religious place.

5. What city did the Crusaders want to take over? Jerusalem

6. Where did the Crusaders come from? Mainly France, Germany and England

7. Who led the Muslims forces in the Third Crusade in 1187? Saladin

Flipped learning review
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Introduction: What were the Crusades?

We know that the Crusades were a series of wars 
that took place in the medieval period. Over this 
lesson, you are going to find out more detail so you 
can answer these questions:

1. Where did the Crusades happen? Why was this 
place important?

2. What were the main events of the Crusades?
3. Who went on crusades and why?

As we go through the lesson, you can use your fact 
file and your notes from the flipped learning to help 
you answer these questions too.
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Task 1: Where is the Holy Land? Why is it important?

Jerusalem is of great importance to Christians, Muslims and Jews. The areas it is in is 
called the Holy Land.
Click on this link to answer these questions:

1. Why is Jerusalem important to all three religions?
2. Which sites of pilgrimage are based in Jerusalem? 

Extra challenge
Hereford Cathedral is home to the Hereford Mappa
Mundi, one of the world’s unique medieval 
treasures. Use the link to locate Jerusalem on the map. 
What else can you find? List the three things you find 
most interesting. 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Jerusalem/346152
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The First Crusade

Brothers, I speak as a messenger from God. Your fellow Christians in the east desperately need 
help. The Saracens have attacked them and have pushed deep into Christian land. They are 
killing great numbers of Christians. They are destroying churches and land. In the name of 
God, I beg you all to drive out these foul creatures.

[…] Set out for Jerusalem. Take that land from the wicked infidel and make it your own. If you 
die on the journey, or if you are killed in a battle against these Saracens, all your sins will be 
forgiven at once. God Himself has given me the power to tell you this.

This is some of the speech Pope Urban II made in 1095 calling people to go on the 
First Crusade.

(Saracens was the word Christian writers in Europe used to describe the Arab 
Muslims at the time.)
You will come back to this source later.
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The people involved in the Crusades

The Crusaders were Christian, and their aim was 
to regain the Holy Land from Muslims. The 
traditional view is that knights were the only 
Crusaders, but thousands of peasants, nobles, 
and clergy responded to Pope Urban II’s call.

Christians and Muslims had different views of 
the crusades:

• Christians believed they were taking back 
the place where Jesus was born from the 
infidels (Muslims).

• Muslims believed they were being invaded 
and the Crusaders were cruel and out of 
control.
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Extend your understanding
Use the map to DESCRIBE the different routes that the Crusaders took.
Discuss what methods of transport they used.
Challenge yourself to work out how long it would take to get to the Holy Land. 
Hint: it’s about 5,000 km from London to Jerusalem.
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Task 2: What were the main events of the crusades?

Look at your fact file about the main events of the Crusades to complete the 
chart below.

What happened in the 
First Crusade?

What happened in the 
Second Crusade?

What happened in the 
Third Crusade?
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Task 3: Who went on crusades and why?

Look at your fact file about why people went on the Crusades to complete the 
chart below.

Reasons to do with 
money – economic

Reasons to do 
with religion

Reasons to do with 
changing lives – social
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Emerging Developing Proficient
1. Describe what you think a 

Crusade was and why. 
2. Name the different types

of people who went on a 
Crusade.

1. Are you surprised by 
the different types of 
people who went on 
Crusade? Why?

1. What can you infer about 
the Crusades by the 
types of people who 
went to fight?

2. What do you think 
caused the Crusades? 
Why?

Extension to developing:
Look at the map. Where did 
the Crusades take place?

Extension to proficient:
Look at the routes taken to 
get to the Holy Land on the 
map. Explain the benefits 
and difficulties of each route.

Extension to advanced: 
What questions do you have 
about the evidence you have 
used so far and why?

Task 4: Apply your knowledge: What were the Crusades?
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Using sources and interpretations about the Crusades

You have looked at the fact file and used your flipped learning 
answers to find out where the Crusades were, what they were 
and who went on them.
Now we are going to investigate evidence about the Crusades. 
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Let’s see if we can figure out if these are sources or interpretations in the 
next few slides.  
Thumbs up for source, thumbs down for interpretation.

Refresh your memory: Sources versus interpretations

An interpretation is a piece of 
information that has been created 
by writers, artists and historians 
after the event. 
They have been created using 
sources. They are therefore an 
interpretation of the sources.

A source is a piece of information 
that people at the time wrote or 
created about an event. 
‘Contemporary’ or ‘primary’ are 
words used to describe sources 
because they were created at the 
time.
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A diary account
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A history textbook
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A letter
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A movie about an historical event
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A 2,000-year-old cave drawing
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Art from the time
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A television documentary
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A transcript of a speech made at the time
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An article by a historian



In Days of Old © 2021 Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust

Use the sources and interpretations on your worksheet to complete the following table.

True or 
False?

How do you know? Give a supporting 
quote from the evidence provided.

Women played an important part in the Siege 
of Acre.
King Richard fought at the Siege of Acre.

People didn’t like the fact that the king was 
fighting.
Conditions were poor for the fighting 
Crusaders.
Soldiers were well looked after by the leaders 
of the armies.
The Muslim armies were better prepared and 
in a better position than the Christian armies.

Task 5: The Siege of Acre 1189–1191
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Task 5 competency – Localised

SE.HS.03 Using historical sources/SE.HS.04 Using historical interpretations

W
he

re
 a

re
 y

ou
 n

ow
?

STAGE ONE
Emerging

STAGE ONE
Developing

I can identify appropriate information from a source. I can use this to answer a particular historical question.
I quote the information from each 
source/interpretation that backs up or challenges the 
statement.

I can identify different views contained in historical 
interpretations.
I do this by picking information that is different from 
the interpretations.
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Task 6: Analysis

1. What is happening in the picture?
2. Why is this an interpretation, rather 

than a source?
3. What does this interpretation tell 

you about the Crusades?
4. Can you trust this interpretation as 

evidence of the Crusade?

A stained-glass window about the First Crusade and 
Godfrey of Bouillon, in the Cathedral of Brussels. 
It was made by Jean Haeck (a master glassworker from 
Antwerp) who made it in 1537.
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Task 6 competency – Localised

SE.HS.04 Using historical interpretations

W
he

re
 a

re
 y

ou
 n

ow
?

STAGE ONE
Emerging

STAGE ONE
Developing

STAGE ONE
Proficient

STAGE ONE
Advanced

I can identify different 
views contained in 
historical interpretations.
I can say what the artist 
thought of the Crusades 
in this interpretation. 

I can use this to answer a 
particular historical 
question.
I quote the information 
from the interpretation 
to back up my answer to 
what the artist thought  
of the Crusades in this 
interpretation.

I can make general 
comments about the 
reasons for an 
interpretation.
I do this by identifying 
that the date of this 
interpretation is 
important.

I can give one reason why 
interpretations hold 
views. 
I can explain that the 
date of this interpretation 
is important and that this 
means that it will hold a 
certain view of the 
Crusades.
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Task 7: What can evidence tell us?
Pope Urban II called for all Christians to take up arms and take 
control of Jerusalem and the Holy Land in 1095.
The Crusaders were Christian, and their aim was to regain the 
Holy Land from Muslims. The traditional view is that knights were 
the only Crusaders, but thousands of peasants, nobles and clergy 
responded to Pope Urban II’s call.

Christians and Muslims had different views of the Crusades:
• Christians believed they were taking back the place where 

Jesus was born from the infidels (Muslims).
• Muslims believed they were being invaded and the Crusaders 

were cruel and out of control.
• They both thought that their religions had the right to own 

and occupy Jerusalem.
It was complicated!
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Saladin spent much of his 
time drinking and gambling. 
When he became leader of 
the Muslims he took over 
places by force or trickery. 

This greedy tyrant then took 
the Holy Land.

Saladin was so determined to 
fight the Holy War he thought 
of nothing else. Saladin made 

sure that his men were fed 
and cared for. He never said 

bad things about people.

Read both of the pieces of evidence below about Saladin (the 
leader of the Muslim armies) and then answer the questions on 

the next slide.

A B

Making inferences



In Days of Old © 2021 Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust

Read both of the pieces of evidence about 
Saladin (the leader of the Muslim armies) and 
then answer the questions.

1. What does evidence A tell you about Saladin?
2. What does evidence B tell you about Saladin?
3. Are they the same or different? What do you need to 

know about this 
evidence to help you?

Making inferences
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You need to know about the provenance of  the evidence – who made it, when 
and why?
One is written by an English monk in the thirteenth century and one is written by a 
Muslim who knew him at the time. Which is which? Why did you make this choice?

A B

Making inferences and using provenance

Saladin spent much of his time 
drinking and gambling. When 

he became leader of the 
Muslims he took over places by 

force or trickery. This greedy 
tyrant then took the Holy Land.

Saladin was so determined to 
fight the Holy War, he thought 
of nothing else. Saladin made 

sure that his men were fed 
and cared for. He never said 

bad things about people.

A B
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Saladin spent much of his time 
drinking and gambling. When 

he became leader of the 
Muslims he took over places by 

force or trickery. This greedy 
tyrant then took the Holy Land.

Written by an English monk in 
the thirteenth century

Saladin was so determined to 
fight the Holy War, he thought 
of nothing else. Saladin made 

sure that his men were fed and 
cared for. He never said bad 

things about people.

Written by a Muslim who knew 
him at the time

A B

Making inferences and using provenance
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Making inferences and using provenance

1. Do we know what Saladin was really like?

2. What other evidence could we use?

3. Will we ever know what Saladin was really like?

4. Why are the two pieces of evidence different?
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Read the speech on the next slide. It was made by Pope Urban II in 1095.
You already know that this speech was one of the reasons why so many people 
went to fight in the Crusades.

Key words:
Saracens medieval word for Muslims 
foul disgusting, horrible
infidels people who do not believe in Christianity
bandits people who rob or steal
Pope the leader of the Catholic Church

Making inferences, using provenance, nature and purpose
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Speech by Pope Urban II made in 1095 

‘Brothers, I speak as a messenger from God. Your fellow Christians in the east 
desperately need help. The Saracens have attacked them and have pushed deep into 
Christian land. They are killing great numbers of Christians. They are destroying 
churches and land. In the name of God, I beg you all to drive out these foul creatures.

‘Your own land has too many people. There is not much wealth here. The soil hardly 
grows enough to support you. Set out for Jerusalem. Take that land from the wicked 
infidel and make it your own. If you die on the journey, or if you are killed in a battle 
against these Saracens, all your sins will be forgiven at once. God Himself has given 
me the power to tell you this.

‘Some of you have spent too much time fighting against your fellow Christians. But 
now you must fight the Saracens. Let bandits become soldiers. Soldiers who have 
been fighting for money must now fight for heavenly riches.’
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Making inferences, provenance, nature and purpose

Answer these questions in full sentences.

1. Who made this speech?
2. What was his role?
3. Why was he important?
4. What can you tell from this source about what he wants to happen?
5. What can you tell from this source about what he thinks of what is 

happening in Jerusalem?
6. What is he trying to make people do? (What is his purpose?)
7. How does he do this?
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STEP 1: What the source tells 
us and infers.

STEP 3: Is the information in 
the source likely to be true? 
Look at the provenance 
(background) of the source to 
help with this.

Nature of the source (type of source –
newspaper article, diary extract, etc.).
Origin of the source – when it was produced 
and what was happening at that time.
Purpose of the source – when, where and 
why was the source produced and who by? 
How typical is it? Is other evidence the same?

Use your own knowledge to explain 
inferences in the source.

Overall judgement This source is … because …

Use the content of the source to describe 
what it is about.

STEP 2: Limitations of the 
source – what does it NOT say?

What makes a source useful?
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How useful is this source?
How useful is this source as evidence for why people went on Crusades?

‘Brothers, I speak as a messenger from God. Your fellow Christians in the east desperately 
need help. The Saracens have attacked them and have pushed deep into Christian land. 
They are killing great numbers of Christians. They are destroying churches and land. In the 
name of God, I beg you all to drive out these foul creatures.

‘Your own land has too many people. There is not much wealth here. The soil hardly grows 
enough to support you. Set out for Jerusalem. Take that land from the wicked infidel and 
make it your own. If you die on the journey, or if you are killed in a battle against these 
Saracens, all your sins will be forgiven at once. God Himself has given me the power to tell 
you this.

‘Some of you have spent too much time fighting against your fellow Christians. But now you 
must fight the Saracens. Let bandits become soldiers. Soldiers who have been fighting for 
money must now fight for heavenly riches.’ Speech by Pope Urban II made in 1095 

persuading people to go on the first Crusade.
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Task 7: WAGOLL
STEP 1:
This source tells me that the leader of the Christian Church in Europe is angry that the Muslims are in 
the Holy Land. He says that they are killing Christians and he wants the people in Europe to go and 
protect them from these attacks. He is using their faith to persuade them to do so.
STEP 2:
This source is about what Urban II thinks and so it does not tell me what other Christian leaders 
thought about why they should go on Crusades.
STEP 3:
This source is a speech and so it is trying to persuade people. Its purpose is to make people angry and 
fired up so that they want to go and fight. This means that he could be making the actions of the 
Muslims sound worse than they really are. The Pope is a religious leader and so he is using religion to 
persuade people to fight. I know that people went on Crusades for other reasons, such as to get 
money or freedom from their lords and this is not mentioned in this source.
Overall, I think that this source is quite useful as evidence for why people went on Crusades because I 
know that one of the main reasons why people went on Crusades to win back the Holy Land was 
because of Urban’s speech and I can see how he is persuading people and using their faith to get them 
to help. It also shows me what the Crusaders were told about the actions of the Muslims in Jerusalem.
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Task 7 competency 

SE.HS.03 Using historical sources

W
he

re
 a

re
 y

ou
 n

ow
?

STAGE ONE
Emerging

STAGE ONE
Developing

STAGE ONE
Proficient

STAGE ONE
Advanced

I can explain what 
the author of the 
source thinks 
should happen or 
what he thinks of 
sources.

I can explain the 
content of sources by 
quoting and 
paraphrasing from 
them. I can use this to 
answer a particular 
historical question.

I can explain the 
content of sources by 
quoting and 
paraphrasing from 
them. I can make 
inferences from 
sources. I can use this to 
answer a particular 
historical question.

I can explain the content of sources 
by quoting and paraphrasing from 
them. I can make inferences from 
sources. I can use the nature (type) of 
source to explain how useful they 
are. I can use all of this information to 
help answer a particular historical 
question.
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Plenary: reflection

• We have investigated the Crusades and identified why people went on Crusades.
• We have established that religion was a key feature of society of the time and 

was used as a reason to embark on the Crusades. 
• Today, through our British values, we are encouraged to have mutual respect and 

tolerance of those with different faiths and belief. 

Why is this British value a key feature of our 
society and why should we celebrate this?
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The Crusades 
Quick fact 

The Crusades began in the late 11th century and refer to the western Christian European 
armies taking military action to take control of Jerusalem, as well as other holy places, with 
the intent to restrict the spread of Islam and recapture formerly Christian places.   

 

What is special about Jerusalem?  

Jerusalem is a holy city in the Middle East which 
stands on hills and has been governed by Israel since 
1967. 

It is regarded as holy by three different religions: 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam. For all three, 
Jerusalem is a place for pilgrimage and somewhere 
that holds deep devotion. 

The Jewish faith has considered Jerusalem as an 
ancient source of comfort, opulence, independence 
and a centre of national renaissance. The Western 
Wall in Jerusalem is considered a holy place; this 
wall is all that remains of the Second Temple of 
Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem has connections with Jesus, which makes 
it important to Christians. They believed that Jesus 
was killed, buried and then resurrected in 
Jerusalem, and they built the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre over this area. 

For the Islamic faith, the Dome of the Rock monument holds a high value as 
they believe it marks the place where Muhammed was carried by an angel to 
heaven. They believe that Muhammad was the founder of Islam. 

 

Jerusalem in the Middle Ages  

In the Middle Ages, as today, Jerusalem was held in high esteem by the three 
religions. In 1009, the Christian Church of the Holy Sepulchre was destroyed by 

Check the meaning  

Pilgrimage – a journey to 
somewhere with religious 
intent 
Renaissance – rekindled 
interest in something 
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the Caliph (ruler) of Egypt; it therefore had to be rebuilt. From then, Christians 
were able to visit the church openly and freely. 

But in 1077 this changed, as the Muslim Seljuk Turks took control of what was 
known as the Holy Lands (Israel, Palestine, West Jordan, The Sinai Peninsula in 
Egypt and South Syria). This made it more difficult for Christians to make their 
pilgrimage, particularly as the Muslims groups were fighting for power.  

 

The Crusades begin 

Due to the ill treatment of the 
Orthodox Christians, the Byzantine 
(South-Eastern Europe and Asia) 
Emperor appealed to the Pope. He 
was particularly worried about the 
spread of the Seljuk rule. In 1095, 
Pope Urban II pledged that all 
knights would have their sins 
forgiven if they went on the 
Crusade to fight for Christianity’s dominance in Jerusalem. Many soldiers 
responded by stating they would ‘take the cross’, displaying this by cutting out 
red crosses and sewing them onto their tunics. 

The First Crusade then began in 1096 as French, German and Italian Christians 
headed towards the Holy Land. There were 10,000 who gathered at 
Constantinople (the capital of the Byzantine Empire) and then took control of 
Edessa and Antioch. In 1099, they then captured Jerusalem after a brutal battle 
that resulted in thousands being killed. This was a hard loss for the Muslims, as 
the Christians had taken control of the Dome of the Rock. A lot of Jewish 
people were also killed by the Crusaders, who had taken to the synagogues to 
hide. At this point, the Crusaders had formed a kingdom around Jerusalem. 

 

What other motivations were there to go on the First Crusade?  

At the time, going on the First Crusade was an attractive proposition … 

Aside from the Pope’s orders, and the soldiers’ desire to be forgiven for their 
sins, there were other reasons why the Crusades were attractive to the 
soldiers. Many wanted to see the world; the Crusade was seen as a grand 
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adventure and an opportunity for them to prove how strong and courageous 
they were. They also hoped to gain land and wealth oversees from their 
travels, which was particularly the case for any man who was not the first born 
and would therefore not inherit their father’s estate. 

Knights who were seen as problematic or disruptive were sent on the Crusade 
to get them out of the country! Serfs, who were peasants who were devoted 
to God, also wanted to join on account of the Pope’s vow that if they went, 
they would be awarded with freedom. 

 

But there was more to come 

This First Crusade was just the beginning. Over the following three centuries, 
there were more; historians argue about how many Crusades there were, but 
they include: 

1096‒1099 The First Crusade ‒ Christian crusaders controlled Jerusalem. 

1145‒1149 Second Crusade ‒ led by the French. Did not get to Jerusalem and 
were defeated in Damascus. 

1187 Muslim ruler Saladin recaptured Jerusalem 

1189‒1192 Third Crusade ‒ The Crusaders (who included King Richard I of 
England) captured the port of Acre. They did not capture 
Jerusalem. Richard the Lionheart and Saladin were great rivals but 
are considered to have respected each other. 

1202‒1204 Fourth Crusade – the Pope who led the Christians in the West 
(Roman Catholics) wanted to unite all Christians, so he sent the 
Crusaders to attack Christians in the East (Orthodox Christians) in 
Constantinople. These were the Christians who the First Crusade 
was meant to protect. 

1212 Children’s Crusade – the legend is told of a shepherd boy who was 
visited by Jesus, who told him to lead an army of children to 
capture Jerusalem. Thousands of children left Europe in May, by 
September the Crusade had ended. 

All other crusades between 1217 to 1396 were failures. 
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Sources and interpretations: The Siege of Acre 1189–1191 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

When King Richard and his troops arrived 
on Crusade, everyone celebrated. People 
played pipes, trumpets and drums. They 
sang and got very drunk. 

Written by a monk in 1200 from the 
memories of a knight who was at there at 
the time 

The women came to keep the Crusaders’ linen 
clean, to wash their hair and to catch the lice 
on them. Everywhere was full of old women. 

Written by Baha’ ad-Din Ibn Shaddad, a 
Muslim writer 

 

Food shortages came to a crisis. All of their 
supplies were used up. Soldiers would fling 
themselves to the ground to chew at any 
plant they saw growing. Horses were killed 
and eaten, sometimes without skinning 
them. 

Written by a monk in 1200 from the 
memories of a knight who was at there at 
the time 

 

 

At the start of the Crusade, the king said there 
should be no women on the crusades, except, 
perhaps, washer women. By the time the 
Crusaders reached Acre there were women 
with them.  

Written by a historian in 2003 

The Muslims, unlike our men, are not 
weighed down with armour, so they are 
able to advance more quickly. They are 
quick at attacking. 

Written in the early 1200s and based on 
eyewitness accounts 

The Crusades were doomed from the start. 
The weather, the food, the way of life were all 
different. The only way for Christians to settle 
was to behave like locals and very few of them 
wanted to do this. So they went home. 

Written by a historian in 2007 

The Crusaders are no match against us. God is 
on our side, and they are so poorly prepared 
for fighting.  

A Muslim soldier speaking to his soldiers 
before a battle 1198 

Now that King Richard is here, we are sure 
to win – God will assure us of victory, and 
we shall reclaim the Holy Land for the 
Christians. 

A Christian Crusader 1190 
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Sources and interpretations: The Siege of Acre 1189–1191 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

When King Richard and his troops arrived 
on Crusade, everyone celebrated. People 
were so glad that he had arrived that they 
played pipes, trumpets and drums. They 
sang and got very drunk. They lit so many 
torches that people in the city must have 
thought that the place was on fire. 

Written by a monk in 1200 from the 
memories of a knight who was at there at 
the time 

The women came to keep the Crusaders’ linen 
clean, to wash their hair and to catch the lice 
on them. Everywhere was full of old women. 
They cheered the Crusaders on in battle, 
shouting that it would be glorious for them to 
die for their God. 

Written by Baha’ ad-Din Ibn Shaddad, a 
Muslim writer 

 

Food shortages came to a crisis. All the 
soldiers were tormented by hunger. Winter 
was not far off. All of our supplies were 
used up. Even well brought-up lords would 
fling themselves to the ground to chew at 
any plant they saw growing. Priceless horses 
were killed and eaten, sometimes without 
skinning them. 

Written by a monk in 1200 from the 
memories of a knight who was at there at 
the time 

 

 

At the start of the Crusade, the king said there 
should be no women on the Crusades, except, 
perhaps, washer women. By the time the 
Crusaders reached Acre there were women 
with them.  

Written by a historian in 2003 

The Muslims, unlike our men, are not 
weighed down with armour, so they are 
able to advance more quickly. They are 
quick at attacking. 

Written in the early 1200s and based on 
eyewitness accounts 

The Crusades were doomed from the start. 
The Holy Land was foreign to Christians. The 
weather, the food, the way of life were all 
different. The only way for Christians to settle 
was to behave like locals and very few of them 
wanted to do this. So they went home. 

Written by a historian in 2007 

The Crusaders are no match against us. God is 
on our side, and they are so poorly prepared 
for fighting.  

A Muslim soldier speaking to his soldiers 
before a battle 1198 

Now that King Richard is here, we are sure 
to win – God will assure us of victory, and 
we shall reclaim the Holy Land for the 
Christians. 

A Christian Crusader 1190 
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Sources and interpretations: The Siege of Acre 1189–1191 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

King Richard and his troops landed at Acre 
and everyone rejoiced. People were so glad 
that he had arrived that they played pipes, 
trumpets and drums. They sang and got 
very drunk. They lit so many torches that 
the Turks in the city must have thought that 
the whole valley was on fire. 

Written by a monk in 1200 from the 
memories of a knight who was at there at 
the time 

The women came to keep the crusaders’ linen 
clean, to wash their hair and to catch the lice 
on them, which they did as skilfully as 
monkeys. Everywhere was full of old women. 
They urged the Crusaders on in battle, shouting 
that it would be glorious for them to die for 
their God. 

Written by Baha’ ad-Din Ibn Shaddad, a 
Muslim writer 

 

Food shortages came to a crisis. All the 
soldiers were tormented by hunger. Winter 
was not far off. All of our supplies were 
used up. Even well-brought-up lords would 
fling themselves to the ground to chew at 
any plant they saw growing. Priceless horses 
were killed and eaten, sometimes without 
skinning them. 

Written by a monk in 1200 from the 
memories of a knight who was at there at 
the time 

 

At the start of the Crusade, the king said there 
should be no women on the crusades, except, 
perhaps, washer women. By the time the 
Crusaders reached Acre there were women 
with them. Some of these women were wives 
who had gone believing in the Crusaders’ 
cause. 

Written by a historian in 2003 

The Muslims, unlike our men, are not 
weighed down with armour, so they are 
able to advance more quickly. They are 
quick at attacking. 

Written in the early 1200s and based on 
eyewitness accounts 

The Crusades were doomed from the start. 
The Holy Land was foreign to Christians. The 
weather, the food, the way of life were all 
different. The only way for Christians to settle 
was to behave like locals and very few of them 
wanted to do this. So they went home. 

Written by a historian in 2007 

The Crusaders are no match against us. God is 
on our side, and they are so poorly prepared 
for fighting.  

A Muslim soldier speaking to his soldiers 
before a battle 1198 

Now that King Richard is here, we are sure 
to win – God will assure us of victory, and 
we shall reclaim the Holy Land for the 
Christians. 

A Christian Crusader 1190 
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How did events in the 
medieval period shape 
our society today?
The Crusades: Flipped learning
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Flipped learning task

Use this Britannica Kids webpage about Crusades to answer the questions:

1. In which period were the Crusades? 

2. What year was the First Crusade? 

3. What was the name of the Pope who first sent Christians on Crusade? 

4. Why did he send Christians on Crusade?

5. What city did the Crusaders want to take over? 

6. Where did the Crusaders come from? 

7. Who led the Muslims forces in the Third Crusade in 1187? 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Crusades/353022
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  IST CENTURY CHARTER
We take a lot of our freedoms for granted. Access to education, 

healthcare, clean air and freedom of expression all seem simple and 
natural parts of life, much like the water we drink. The truth is, all 
rights are hard-fought and fragile. It takes a series of negotiations 
and agreements between those in charge and the people to uphold 

these freedoms. These precious rights are recorded in a 
document known as a charter.

wise up words:
Charter
A document that describes 
a set of rules

Civil rights
The rights people have in a 
society to equal treatment and 
equal opportunities

Cornerstone
Something of great importance 
that everything else depends on

Domino effect
When one event sets off a 
chain of similar events

Negotiation
A type of discussion used 
to settle arguments and 
reach agreements

Great Charter 
As its name suggests, the Magna Carta (‘Great Charter’) 
is the giant of all human rights charters. It was written in 
1215, after a group of rebel barons captured London from 
‘bad’ King John. To negotiate peace, the king agreed to a 
set of laws he had to follow granting rights to the people. 
The Magna Carta was a true gamechanger – 
for the first time, kings and queens were to 
be held accountable and punished for their 
crimes, just like the common man! Sealed 
at Runnymede, near Windsor, the Magna 
Carta formally protected the right to liberty, 
making it a cornerstone of English law. 

What IS the Magna Carta? 
Check it out here!

 Sc
an

 o
r c

lick this

https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/videos/what-is-magna-carta
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YOUR QUEST
Create a new charter of rights for the 21st century. 
What rules and clauses would you write into law? 
Think about current issues and the changes that 
would make the greatest difference to society. 

Out of Date?
Only three of the 63 clauses from the Magna Carta are still written in law. 
Some parts of the charter didn’t age well – women were largely overlooked, 
and the proper measurements of monks’ robes is hardly a hot topic nowadays. 
But the Magna Carta has an unstoppable legacy; it has inspired worldwide law 
and shaped many of the freedoms we enjoy today.   

As the world changes over time, our rights keep evolving to reflect the age we 
live in. The Magna Carta started a domino effect towards modern human rights, 
from the US Bill of Rights in 1791 to more recent British milestones like the 
Equality Act of 2010. What changes do you think will be written into future laws? 

Why Not…
Design your own seal for a 
21st-century charter. Wax 
is traditionally used to seal 
important documents, but you 
may wish to be more inventive!  

Present your charter in a 
different format. Could a song 
or animation bring your ideas 
to life?

Consider how you would raise 
awareness of the new clauses 
in the charter. How do you 
think people would react to 
the changes? 

Ultimate Influencers:

King Henry III
King John may have put his seal on the original 
Magna Carta, but it was his son Henry who saved 
it from disappearing altogether. The charter had 
been all but forgotten by the time young Henry 
took the throne, as King John had stubbornly 
ignored his new responsibilities. Clearly smarter 
than his father, King Henry III chose to reissue 
the Magna Carta with some changes, so that the 

rebellious barons would 
stay on side for a while. 

His shrewd tactics paid off – 
the barons were defeated by 
the king’s forces, the Magna 
Carta formally entered 

English law, and Henry III’s 
name would be forever 

linked with the most 
important document 
in history. 

Check out the Magna 
Carta Chronicle by What 

on Earth Books here!

 Scan or click this

https://qrco.de/bbuKQq
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A Date to 
Remember 
Human Rights Day is observed every 
10th December, the date of the United 
Nation’s famous 1948 declaration of the 
fundamental rights of every human being. 
People around the 
world come together 
to celebrate the 
achievements of those 
who have fought for 
and protected the 
rights of people from 
all walks of life. What 
could you do to mark 
this special day?

    
Sc

an
 o

r c
lick this

Find out more about 
Human Rights Day here!

    Scan or click this

Your 21st-century Magna Carta has hopefully inspired you to find out 
more about the rights you and your peers are entitled to. For a fictional 
take on the signing of the Magna Carta, why not watch the momentous 
scene unfold in Robin Hood (2010)? 

recognise your rights!recognise your rights!

JUST FOR LAUGHS:
Where was the Magna 

Carta signed? 
On the bottom! 

Celebrity Spotlight:

Jay-Z
Hip-hop megastar Jay-Z has brought 
the medieval charter firmly into 
the 21st century. From naming his 
seventh album Magna Carta… Holy 
Grail (a pun on his real name, Shawn 
Carter) to campaigning for civil 
rights, Jay-Z has a clear plan for 
putting his own charter into action. 
In 2020, Jay-Z helped to change the 
American justice system by pushing 
through a new law to improve 
prisoner rights. 

‘To win, we will work to 
change laws, policies, hearts 

and minds.’

JAY-Z

Fun Fact:
How much would you pay for an old 
piece of parchment? A 700-year-old 
copy of the Magna Carta recently 
sold in New York for an eye-
watering £10.6 million – the most 
ever paid for a single page of text! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zdpcbdm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJAF8FmpZIU&feature=emb_title
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